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Meeting Minutes 
October 22, 2020 

Via GoTo Meeting Webinar 

Online Video Platform 

04:30 pm 

 

The meeting began at 4:42 pm. 

Attending: FHC members Claudia DeAndrade, Patrice Faulkner, Dennis Fischman, Rona Fischman and 

Natasha Sierra; City staff, Bryant Gaspard. 

Minute distribution (upon acceptance) to: FHC members and others attending; also posted to City 

website. 

I. Standing Agenda Items 

Meeting Minutes:  Members reviewed draft minutes from the September 24, 2020 meeting that had 

been prepared by Bryant Gaspard.  Patrice Faulkner made a motion to accept the minutes which was 

seconded by Rona Fischman and unanimously approved. 

Facebook page update: Dennis discussed two Facebook posts that were the most popular and had the 

most engagement (i.e., shares).  One of the Facebook posts was the question of the week about the 

difference between the protected classes of Sex and Sexual Orientation.  Dennis explained that Sex is 

whether you identify as a male, female, or don't find either of those labels applies to you. Sexual 

preference is whether you are attracted to males, females, or both.  The second post was another 

question pertaining to if a child can live with a grandparent in senior housing.  Dennis explained that 

the Fair Housing Act does allow housing for older persons to exclude children.  He notes that tenants 

should check the bylaws of where they live and determine if their building is 100% exclusive to 

seniors. 

Review of Calls/Issues/Complaints:  Bryant informed the commissioners that there were no housing 

discrimination complaints received in October. 

II.   Update on Specific Activities 

Bryant noted that the draft fair housing report was not quite ready, but he expected to share the report 

with the commissioners at their November meeting.  He briefly touched on a few points written in the 

report such as the Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing rule (AFFH).  The rule was implemented in 

2015, but the current administration has repealed it.  They cited that one of the reasons for repealing 

the rule was that it attempted to take local zoning decisions out of the hands of local communities. 
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Bryant strongly disagreed with the decision and believes it was done for political purposes 

referencing statements made by the President such as “people in the suburbs will no longer be 

bothered or financially hurt by having low income housing built in their neighborhoods.”  Rona 

added that zoning restrictions are racist, harmful and often only benefit wealthy neighborhoods.  

Claudia shared that it is difficult to find affordable housing whether it is to rent or own.  She added 

that first generation immigrants especially find it difficult to purchase a home in certain 

neighborhoods. 

 

Bryant discussed that the report will include some of the outreach initiatives the commission has 

undertaken in recent years.  He mentioned that reaching out to the immigrant community is especially 

important as many are facing housing instability due to a loss of income from the pandemic and may 

need to search for new housing.  Rona inquired if there was any information regarding whether an 

eviction could affect a person’s immigration status.  Bryant stated that he would follow up on that 

question. 

 

Bryant informed the commissioners that he attended the 14th annual Northeast region Fair Housing 

and Civil Rights conference that took place virtually on October 1st and 2nd.  He shared some 

information that was presented by the keynote speaker Chad Lassiter, Executive Director of the 

Pennsylvania Human Rights Commission.  One of the notable aspects of the presentation was when 

he discussed the issue of men with criminal records putting women and children more at risk to be 

evicted.  Dennis added that besides the eviction risks the pandemic has highlighted societal 

expectations that we have for women to take care of children and work for unequal pay.  Rona agreed 

stating that childcare is a full-time job. Claudia shared that in her experience it is difficult for a 

mother to work full-time, care for the child and now ensure school lessons and work is being 

completed at home for hours at a time. 

 

Bryant also shared a topic presented by the keynote speaker regarding underlying “racial elephants” 

related to housing discrimination.  One of these underlying “racial elephants” is displacement due to 

gentrifying neighborhoods.  Gentrification often leads an increase in rents in the surrounding area and 

minority, low income and disabled households are often harmed the most.  Patrice shared that she has 

seen a change in the composition of families in her neighborhood leading to an increase of 

households with either one or no children.  Bryant agreed adding that he has seen the same shift in 

demographics with more “yuppies” or young white professionals, in his neighborhood.   

 

Another underlying “racial elephant” in housing discrimination the keynote speaker discussed was 

exposure of communities of color to environmental hazards.  He shared that sometimes public or low 

income housing was built in areas where the land value was low such as near a highway or industrial 

area that may have contaminants in the air.  Claudia shared that she resides near a highway and seen 

that many kids in her neighborhood have asthma.  Rona noted that environmental hazards may also 

include infestations of rats and bedbugs which are disproportionately found in larger residential 

buildings and may cause adverse health reactions.  She also mentioned the movie “A Civil Action” 

that was about toxins contaminating the City of Woburn’s water supply and the health effects it had 

on the residents. 
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Bryant discussed the remaining fair housing videos that the commissioners are completing.  He stated 

that he still needs find out if a video could be done in Portuguese and Haitian Creole.    

III. Announcements 

Bryant discussed the current affordable homeownership opportunity at 163 Glen St. in Somerville.  

He shared that there will be eight condominiums available for income eligible households. The 

application for these units is due on November 19, 2020. 

A motion to adjourn was introduced by Dennis Fischman and seconded by Rona Fischman and approved 

unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 pm. 


